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almost paralysed by the Irish Question, Chamberlain's first   CHAP.
efforts at thorough reform were frustrated. His Bill of 1881 had
to be abandoned, though introduced before Easter with his best j3ET*
lucidity.1 For the next eighteen months the Minister for Trade
raged against the impotence of Parliament for British legislation.
Almost from his first experiences at Westminster he had foreseen
that drastic changes of procedure would become inevitable.
Now, he writes to the Prime Minister entreating that there shall
be no weakness.

I am informed on the best authority that the feeling of indignation
at the prolonged incapacity of the House to fulfil its duties is very strong
and has only been restrained hitherto by doubts as to the necessity or
expediency of public demonstrations (June 22, 1882).

As well as the closure he favoured the establishment of two
Grand Committees, one for Legal Bills, the other for Commercial
Bills, Their proceedings were to be public; and measures so dealt
with, when reported, were to be expedited as though they had
been discussed by the whole House. This practical innovation
was adopted in the autumn session of 1882. The legislative field
was opened at last to the President of the Board of Trade. In
that capacity, he had his fair chance in one session only of this
Parliament. He made that session fertile.

VI
Early in the session of 1883 the second reading of Chamber-
lain's Bankruptcy Bill was taken. His speech on that occasion
was distinguished by his very exceptional power of simpMying
statement.
"This is not a matter which can be considered as a very ex-
citing one or one which is generally interesting. It does not lend
itself to flights of eloquence; but it is a question which has a deep
interest for great masses of our people, and especially for the
great body of industrious tradesmen who see, with natural in-
dignation, that under the present system swindling is made so
easy, so safe, and so profitable." 2
His Bill struck at the root of the evil by providing for rigorous
enquiry and efficient action. A Bankruptcy Department of the
1 April 8, 1881.                              2 Hansard, March 19, 1883.
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